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Press Release
35 reviewed cases by the Task Force remain forgotten

Nearly 8 months have passed since the municipal authorities have issued the announcements regarding
35 reviewed cases by the Task Force for the Historic Centre of Prizren, for the identified excesses in
relation to building permits in different buildings within this protected area.

With these documents, it was requested to undertake reparation actions in accordance with the
standards established by the Law on the Historic Centre of Prizren, in all private facilities where
irregularities were found. The parties have had an available time period of 60+30 days for action.
Meanwhile, the Inspections Department had informed in late August that they would start a compulsory
execution on these cases, in accordance with the recommendations of the Task Force.

But the execution of these issues by the responsible municipal officials was not done.
In addition, also the Task Force for the Historic Centre of Prizren has not been assembled since the end
of May 2016.

In this way, the state authorities of different levels represented themselves as not serious regarding the
handling of urban violations in the Historic Centre of Prizren, since it now means that they did not deal
with the "35 cases", where 8 construction cases were in accordance with the project; 1 case has not
begun constructing; in 9 cases it was decided to use plastics windows instead of wood; 5 cases of
irregularities with fences, showcases, or facade ;11 cases exceeded the construction permit in different
forms and in 1 case in gabarit excess.

In April 2016, EC has reacted on this issue, stating that the "35 cases" of the Task Force are for buying
time, because the Task Force for the Historic Centre of Prizren, respectively the institutions that make
up this body have decided to continue the installed habit for years by the competent authorities to
escape from the responsibility to maintain the urban order in the Historic Centre of Prizren. EC had
claimed that the establishment of urban order in the Historic Centre of Prizren requires more dynamic
actions from the institutions that have legal and constitutional responsibility, to deal with extreme
cases, and not to buy time counting constructions that are made in accordance with projects or
irregularities with PVC windows.



For these reasons, EC remarks that the central authorities should be more active on the
functionalization of the Task Force, while the Prizren municipal authorities must show a greater
commitment to the establishment of urban order in the Historic Center.

EC considers that the changing of municipal line directors should have resulted into actions to increase
efficiency in the establishment of urban order, as well as the preservation and protection of the Historic
Centre of Prizren.

The inability of the authorities to prevent degradation in the Historic Centre of Prizren is confirmed also
by the latest report of the European Commission for Kosovo. Systematic degradation of cultural
heritage, with particular emphasis in Prizren, as well as the continuing habit of impunity regarding illegal
demolition of monuments are mentioned as concerns within this report, which also stated that the
systematic degradation of cultural heritage in Prizren represents an increasing risk to public safety. At
the same time, it emphasized that the Task Force for the Historic Centre of Prizren that was set up in
2014 for the treatment of illegal constructions has had minimal impact. The report stressed that
Intensified efforts to ensure adequate protection and management of cultural heritage throughout
Kosovo are needed

The project "Spatial Planning Transparency in Prizren" aims to open the spatial planning documents of
Prizren, in order to meet the obligations of the Charter for Opening Data, and to increase the level of
public accountability in this sector. The opening of the database and of the spatial planning documents
will create greater opportunities for supervising the work of public authorities in relation to urban
planning, building permits, development planning and management of cultural heritage.
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